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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p).m., and] read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary :1, State
Steamship Service-File relating to the
purchase of Diesel ship. 2, Government
Abattoirs, Kalgoorlie-Audit of accounts.
3, Albany Cold Stores-Audit of ac-
couints. 4, Public Service Ad., 10-
Amendments to Public Service Regula-
lions from let July, 1914, to .30th June.
191-5.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORS E-R-ACITNG CONTROL.

Hon. F. CONNOR presented an in-
term report of the committee on horse-
lrac'ile.

Report received, read; ordered to be
1)rinted, and to be taken into considera-
tion on tile next Tuesday.

QUESTION - STATE STEA,1SHIP
SERVICE. DIESEL SHIP.

Hon. IV. I{INGSMlT, asked the Col-
onial Secretary: In relation to the pur-
chase of the new Diesel ship for
£!140,000. i, Who are the insur-
on~ce companies referred to as financing
the purchase q 2, Why has it been
deemed necessary to take tile unusual
step of providing collateral security for
a State loan? .3, By' whlom wvill tie in-
scribed stock insued -as collateral seeurily

be held, what amount will be issued, and
to whom will the interest on rhe same
be paid?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, The name of the insurance coin-
pany has not yet been stated by the Agent
General. 2, The issue of the stock re-
ferred to was one of the conditions of
the loan. 3, The stock wvill he held by
the insurance company, the amount
issued is £175,000, and interest will be
paid to the insurance company.

QUESTION - ADVERTISING THE
STATE BY PHOTOGRAPHS.

HOn. C. F. BAXTER asked the Col-
onial Secretary : 1, In view of the
splendid opportunity of advertising the
productive value of the State, have the
Government considered the advisability
of taking advantage of the good season
by securing photos. of different views to
advertise the State in the other States
and a-broad? 2, if not, will they take
steps immediately to secure good views
for future use in this direction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 and 2, The Governmnent are fully
seized of the advantage of judicious ad-
vertisement by photographic illustration,
and no opportunity is lost of securing
suitable views for this purpose.

QUESTION - WATER SUPPLY,
GREENMOXINT AND BLACK-
BOY HILL.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Are the Government
aware that during the last suimmer the
residents of Oreenmount were unable to
obtain water during the day time and
even uip to late at night, owing to the
heavy draw on the supply by the military
authorities? 2, Is it the intention of the
Government to provide additional stor-
age tanks at Greenmount in order to
suJpply dluring the day time the local
residents with water in the summer
months? 31, If so, wvill the work be put
in hand immediately? 4, What action
do the Government intendl takinx a, re-
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gards providing an adequate water sup-
ply for the military camp at Blackboy
Hilt during the summer monthst

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. It is proposed to
make other arrangements to ensure a
supply. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4, The
Defence Department is providing stor-
age tanks at Blackboy Hill camp.

BILL - GOVERNMtENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMTNENT.

As to Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the motion of the Colonial Secretary
that the House resolve into Committee to
consider the Bill, and on the amendment
of the Hon. J. F. Allen that the Bill be
referred to a select committee.

The PRESIDENT : The original
motion was that the House resolve into
Committee to consider the Bill, to which
an amendment was moved that a select
committee be appointed, consisting of
three members with power to call for
persons and papers, which amendment
has been seconded. The amendment is
now the substantive motion before the
Council.

Hon. W. KING SMILL (Metropoli-
tan) [4.40] : I hope the leader of the
House, and the House generally, will
consent to the appointment of the com-
mittee. If the ease is as good as the hon.
member says, undoubtedly there is
nothing to be feared from the appoint-
ment of a select committee. I should like
to explain personally why I want to see
the select committee appointed for two
reasons. In the first place, I want it to
be accurately laid down before the Bill
is passed to what extent the Bill is cal-
culated to interfere with municipal and
local government rights which the Gov-
ernment seem to bold in a great deal of
detestation;. and, secondly. I want to find
out to what extent the Bill is justified
and necessary. There seems to be a large
amount of well justified speculation on
this point. The leader of the House
assures us that there is no contract, ar-

rangemeut, or agrgement entered into
with the Federal authorities to supply
electric current to the Naval Base. At
the same time we have a member in this
House -who has in his possession a tele-
gram from a member of the Federal Par-
liament, Mr. Burchell, in reply to a re-
quest from the mayor of Premantle that
Fremantle should he allowed to tender
for the suplply of electric current, in
wlhich the mayor is told that his request
is too late because arrangements have
already been made with the State Gov-
ernment. There is a direct contradiction
which, if nothing- else, would justify the
appoiniment of a select committee. I
want to see the point cleared up. It is
a great lpity that there -is so much doubt
about it. Therefore, I hope for those
two reasons which I have already given,
and in order that we may find out to
what extent the municipal authority is
interfered with in the Bill by the Govern-
ment, and as has been interfered with in
other Bills, to clear lip that point about
which there is a great deal of doubt, I
shall support the motion for the appoint-
meat of a select committee.

Ron. F. CONNOR (North) [4.451: I
think there should be a select committee
appointed. To my mind the action of the
Government in this matter,. whether it is
from a political or any other point of
view, is tantamount to confiscation of the
rights of a municipality, which has put
money out when the necessity arose and
to which the Government now say, "You
have to scrap your works." I also re-
seat the style which was adopted by the
Colonial Secretary. It is idiotic to a de-
gree And undignified that any bon. member
should use language of that description
on this question. I also object to the tone
taken up by the hon. Mir. Lynn. In the
course Of his remarks last evening he
threatened the House that if the commit-
tee was not appointed no other committee
would be appointed so long as he could
prevent it.

Hon. R. 3. Lynn:No dont

Hon. F. CONWNOR: The hon. member
did say so. This is the Sort Of eleent
we want to keep out of the House. I re-
sent the statements of both of these hon.
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gentlemen, and I think their language
should have been couched in different
terms. The necessity arises that we
should have this select committee and I
have great pleasure in supporting- the
motion.

Hen. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[4.46] 1 would not have spoken on this
question only that my remarks on the
second reading of the Bill seem to have
been somewhat misrepresented. On that
occasion I expressed a doubt as to
whether, under cover of this Bill, it was
open for either this House or a select
committee to go back upon the construc-
tion of the electric wvorks. This Bill
simply says that the Government, ha ving
erected their works, and created an enor-
nious power, want the right to use tlhat
powver for Government purposes, wherever
these purposes may be required. That is
all the Bill asks. I expressed a doubt
whether, under this Hill. it was open for
this House, or a select committee, to
make inquiry into the construction of
these electric works. The inquiry may
be very desirable but I do not think, un-
der cover of this Bill, it can be made.

The Colonial Secretary: Hear, hear.

Hon. J1. F. CL'LLEN: I was baldly re-
ported as saying that I was in favour of
a select committee. I do not like to vote
against the appointment of such a corn-
niittee. Whenever a committee can be
held without uinduly delaying a Bill there
is not any hon. member in this House who
wvould like to interfere with such an ap)-
pointment, but on looking at the whole
matter I would strongly advise the bon.
Mr. Allen and the bon. Mr. Lynn, much
as T syinpathise with the position of their
municipality and with their representa-
tion of that municipality, not to press for
this appointment. The vote of this House
affirms the view that I threw out iii the
debate, that there seems to be no ground
for preventing the Government from us-
ing' the power they have on band for the
supply of Government institutions either
at Fremantle or in any) other accessible
district. It would be an unheard of ex-
ercise of authority to say' "You must not
use your power but you must buy from a

semi-public body who also supply that

Hon. R1. J. Lynn: The Fremantle
council is a public body.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: It is not repre-
sentative of the whole of the country,
as the Government are. It is a question
between the whole country and a muni-
cipal area within the country.

Hon. F. Connor: It is a question of
right or wrong.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: If power was
to be given to the Government to go
into that area and compete with the Fre-
mantle municipal authority for the sup-
ply to private consumers, without the
consent of that authority, it would be a
different matter, but the Hill does not ask
that. The Bill simply would give p~ower
to the Government to supply their own
institutions. Seeing that this House has
by an emphatic vote of something like
four to one said that this is a proper pro-
posal, I would advise the representatives
of Fremantle not to press for the in-
quiry, especially if they are thinking of
reopening the enormous questions on
which we have so few advisets able to say
%%vhat is right, whant is best, what is second
best and what is bad. We have so few
people qualified to advise us. They would
only be saddling themselves with a piece
of work which would overwhelm them
comp)letely. If, on the other hand, the
members representing Fremantle can
hold out any hope that, by referring the
Bill to a select committee, they would
find some way, of making the loss they
fear less to Fremantle, and some way to
arange between Fremantle and the Gov-
ernment for taking over the Fremantle
works-

Hon. W. FKinesmill: It is quite possi-
ble.

Hon. J1. F. CULLEN: Then I say we
could not object to a select comm ittee.
But if their main object is to go into a
question which is entirely' beyond the
scope of a select committee, I am sure
they would be well advised not to press
tir motion.
Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-

Suburban) [4.52]: We know that the
intention of a select committee is either
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to block a measure or procure informna-
tion which is really necessary. Without
repeating what I said on the second read-
ing may I ask what the power house, so
far as this Bill is concerned, has got to
do with the question and all these tech-
nical terms which we have heard of. I
am very glad that some senior member of
the House drew -attention to the acidity
of the debate. I suppose one must use a
technical term, and I will therefore refer
to the debate as an alternating current
passing from one side of the House to
the other. I tremble when I think
that my genial friend, the bon. Mr. Lynn,
has threatened us that if he cannot get
this to a select committee-

ion. R. J. Lynn: It has no effect.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: We shall be

unable to get ainy other select committee;
at all events we shall not get it if hie canl
help it. I want a select committee on one
or two things. Amn I to vote in his diree-
tion simply to get the select committees
I may wvant? Surely we should be left
free to exercise our own judgment on
each particular case, and to take uip a
judicial attitude in a matter of this kind.
I shall certainly he very much distressed
to think that,' by voting against sending .
this Bill to a select committee, I am im-
perillinig my own chance of obtaining any
select commiittee in the future. t shall,
however, vote against the appointment of'
at select committee onl this occasion. If
it lhas the effect of blocking the Bill it
seems to me that such an appointment
wonld be ainreasonable after the division
taken onl the second reading. It appears
to me that the information we have got
on the position of the power house,. and
all these highly technical details, have
nothing whatever to do with the Bill. If
the select committee was designed to in-
quire into the power house or the Gov-
ernment it might meet -with my approval.

Hon. I. Duffell: Hear, heart
Hon. A. SANDERSONi": I may point

out, in conclusioni, that the second reading
of this Bill has already been passed by
this House by a very large majority.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN (South) r4.5:
I desire to express my admiration for the
hon. members for Fremantle. Those who

have been many years in Parliament, or
who have taken an interest in the public
affairs of the State, will, I think, agree
that the two members who have spoken
onl this Bill have displayed all the elm-
racteristics that are so indelibly asso-
ciated with the memhers for Fremantle.
Fremantle has this to its credit, that it
always sends men to this House, and to
another place, who in season and out of
season never fail to advance the claims
of Fremantle. To them Fremantle is all-
important. The interests of the country
certainly do receive consideration. at their
hands but Fremantle is the hub of the
universe to the members for Fremantle.

Thue PRESIDENT: It would be bet-
ter if the lion. member would call these
gentlemen "-members for the West Pro-
vinace" and not "miembers for Frmnl.

Hon. J. W. K[RWAN: I think that
lion. members of this House will under-
stand what part of the State these gentle-
men really do represent, irrespective of
whether wve describe them as members for
the West Proviuce or not. The works of
Fremanutle to-tiny constitute a mionument
to the zeal of past members, shall .1 say.
for the West Province. I am surprised
at these hon. gentlemen but cannot htelp)
admiring- them for their astouinding au-
dacity in coming here, and for their
wonderful ability in maig out a
ca"e when they have absolutely no
case whatsoever. I ask any lion. member
who has any doubt upon the point to rend
the circular issued by the Fremantle
Town Couneil. It is the strongest argn-
nient in favouir of this Bill end puts in
a few lines exactly what the 'Government
ask. It asks for_

Leave to run a transmission line
through the municipality in order to
supply the electric current required by
the Fremantle railway station, the
harbour -works, and other Government
departments, and also by the Naval
Base at Coekburn Sound.

This Bill merely asks thant we who repre-
sent the whole of this State. should g9ive
power to the people, whom we represent,
to supply themselves with electric power,
and also to supply the Government which
also represent the people of Western
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Australia, as well as the whole Common-
wealth. It is greatly to the credit of
these hon, gentlemen's cleverness that they
can stand up here and make an attempt
at putting, forwvard a semblance of a ease
at the request of the municipal
cuncil of Fremantle. All I can say is
that this body ouight to be well pleased
with the representation of these gentle-
men. There is no single point which has
not been put, and well put, from their
point of view, and when men such as they
can come forward and present a ease of
that sort, it shows how careful we ought
to he to examine all the arguments which
have been advanced by several of the
clever men of tlhis House, so that we can
be sure that we -are not being absolutely
bamboozled. There can be no reasonable
objection to the reference of any Bill to
a select commnittee, provided we are per-
fectly certain that by this means we are
not imperilling that Bill. What has it
meant inl the past, this reference of Bills
L'W seiec4 comnn41eesq "III S ha cta
jourament, asking for leave to sit again,
taking further evidence, and so on, with
the result that the Bill is ultimately
shelved. 'We all know that it is
the desire of all parties to close
rk*, session within a. reasonable time,
hut if we submit this Bill to a select
committee is there any guarantee that it
will he dealt with this session'? I just
wish to refer to the constitution of the
committee , as mentioned by the hon.
member who proposed it. He named the
Hon. H. P. Colebatch, Hon. J. Cornell,
and himself. These aire three gentlemen
for whom I have very great respect, but
two of them have pronouneel their strong-
opposition to the Bill, and in a. House
where the voting- was 20 to 5 in favour of
the second reading, two out of the
three men-the Hon. H. P. Colebatelh not
being1 present-would on that committee
represent the minority, whereas only one
would be serving as representing the ma-
jority. I would not say that these gen'lie.
ment are consciously biassed in their
opinions in regard to the Bill-we are all
subject to unconscious bias more or less--
huit at any' rate these gentlemen
have shown by their votes, and! their

speeches, what their opinions are and 'ye
can fairly assume what the report of the
select commuittee will be. I do not
think that anyone has the slightest doubt
that two of those lion. inembers wil -le-
cide against the Bill and one in favour of
it. When they ask uis to refer t'"w Mil to
a select committee in order to ;ri~tvG at
a decision, they know before ha,,d what
the result will be. It is too nineli to ask,
especially when we realise thapt thte fate
of the Bill will bie imperilled. Tjhlose hion.
members who wvill vote in favour of the
amendment will have to consider. that to
refer the Bill to a select coimiPttee will
Probably mean the rejection of the Bill
al together.

Eon, 3. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [15.3] T think it is somewhat
regrettable that a select committee has
been asked for at this period to irmju ire
into the circumstances surrounding the
erection of the power house and nwehi-
nery and everything in connection with
the Governmaent Elep'fie -Works Act.
1914. We have before uls an% amuendluent
of the recently passed Act which asks
for permission to allow the Government
to carry their cables tirroagh any mumi-
cipality or local governing bodies' dlomin-
ions to supply current to their own in-
stitutions or to other bodies, Common-
wealth or State, outside the mutropolit HIL

area. I (to not know what a select comn-
mittee can do seeing that the Government
have already gone to the expense of
something like £E250,00a in connection
with the plant. It is the height of folly
to do anything which will prevent thein
supplying current to those avenues whieh
are rightly theirs. A~t the same time I
realise that at a litter stage it might haxec
been a reasonable request to make to ap-
point a select committee to inquire into
certain things in regard to the working
of the Act as applied to the machinery
and power house. I do not lose sight of
the fact that conflicting statements have
been made in this Chamber in regard to
information which has been asked for. I
refer now to the question asked by an
hon. member of the Colonial Secretaryv
with regard to the Naval Base and the
right to supply it with current. The Col-
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onial Secretary informed the House that
no arrangements had been made. On the
other hand, we hear that a request waS
sent from the Mayor of Fremantle to
at member of the House of Representa-
tives, the reply to which was that ar-
rangemnents had already been completed.
As I stated previously these statements
were conflicting, and I think we should
have further light, thrown on the matter,
but to move for a ;select committee on the
Bill which provides for an amendment of
the Act, is inopportune. I should regret
exceedingly if a select committee were ap)-
pointed and the objects of the Bill were
for the time being shelved. We realise
that the work is now nearing completion
and it is absolutely necessary that the
avenues, outlined in this amendment
should he made available to the Govern-
ment. At the presenit time there is reason
to doubt whiether they have any leg-al
right to go through any municipality. We
want that doubt removed so far as theo
local bodies between Perth and theNvl
Base are concerned. I am satisfied,
whether this Bill is carried or not, it will
make very little difference so far as Fre-
mantle is concerned. I know that Fre-
mantle with the power they have at the
p)reselil time have a certain monopoly,
and they want to retain that monopoly
and they are prepared to strain every
point to retain it. I contend that the
action of any local governing body whicht
las for its object p~reventing the Govern-
went from extending cables to any place
to which they may desire to supply cur-
rent, is not in the best interest of the
country generall 'y. We must recognise
that these works belong to the people and
it is proper to protect tbe rights of the
people, and to do all we can to place
within the power of the authorities the
right to supply the current which they
generate. I shall have much pleasure in.
supporting this Bill and voting against
the appointment of a select committee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (fein.
3. M. Drew-Central) [5.8]: Both Mr.
Allen and M'r. Lynn possess in an emi-
nent degree one of the admirable char-
acteris ties of the British race. They do not

know when they are beaten. They made a
very pathetic appeal to this House but
-I amu. sure it will not carry conviction to
(he majority of members. The 'principle
of the Bill has already been endorsed b~y
'this HouLse and it has been endorsed, too
by the large majority of 19 to 5. The
H-ouse hias now been asked to appoint a
select committee to investigate mnatters
not only in connection with this par-
ticudar Bill but with a variety of othu 'r
subjects. Mr. lynn has stated what those
subjects are aind the list is as long as my
arm. All these imatters wrould be investi-
gated if a select coimnittee were ap-
pointed. If hion, members want a selet
committee on the subject of the power
house, if they wvant to make extensive
investigations in connection with it, there
is nothing, to prevent themi asking that a
select committee be appointed. There is
a motion before the House for the pro-
duction of papers in connection with the
power house and it would be easy to move
an amendment to that motion to provide
for a select committee to make fuit in-
quiries. If Mr. Lynn's motion is carried
and a select committee is aipointed to
make these extensive investigat[ions, six
months at least must elapse before" a rea-
port is possible. The practical result
wvould be that if Parliament closed dowOn
in four or five -weeks' time there would be
no report, aind consequently the Bill
would not become law. That is a splendid
strategical move on the part of Mr.
Lynn. At first hie -attemptc'l a frontal at-
tack, and now lie is attempting a Inuning
movement. With regard to the contract
1. was advised amid I am advised now that
there is none in existence, for the simple
reason that there is no legislative power
to enable the Government to make ar-
rangemenits with the Federni authorities.
I am certain that the majoritY of' iuew-
hers will not sanction any move that wilt
tend to the holding up of this Bill, but if
they want a select committee they r-an
have one as far as the Government are
concerned.

R1on. J. F. Allen rose to speak.

Tme PRESIDENT: The niover oif an
amendment has no right of reply.
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Amendment (select committee) put,
and a division tak-en with thle following
result:-

Ayes
Noes

10

Majority against . . 4

Hon. J. F. Allen
H011, C. F. Baxter

Hon. E. M . Clark.
Hon. F, Conner
Hon, W. Kingninill

Hon. R. G. Ardagh
Hon. J. Cornell
HOD. 3. F. Cullen
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. J. Duffeli
Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett
Hon. A. G. Jenkfns

Rs.

1 Hon. R. J. Lynn
IHon. IV. Patrick
lHon. C_ Soommers
1Hon. SirE. H.Wittenoom
Hon. H. Carson

i Teller),

DS.

H-In. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. C. 'McKenzie
lion. E. McLnrty
IHIn. 1H. Miillington
Hon. A- J- H. Saw
I-ion. G. hl. Sewell
lion. A. Sanderson

(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived; thle Com-
mittee stage made an Order of the. flay
for the next sitting.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2), £:650,000.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. 31.. Drew-Central) [5.15], in moving
the second reading said: This Bill cover-i
a period of two months' supply, up to
time enrl of October. The No. 1 Suipply
Bill already passed covered supply up
to thle end of August. The estimates were
brought down to the Legislative Assembly
last night, and this Bill covers supply,
as I said, until the end of Octoher. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
title.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

[30]

Standing Orders Suspension.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. 21%. Drew-Central) [5.17] :1 move-
That so inuch of t he- St anding O rders

be suspended asr is necessary to enabie
the Bill to pass through its renining
stages at this sitting.

Question put and passed.

IMr. PRESIDENT: I declare tlhat this
question has been passed by an absolute
majority of the House.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILIA-WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 9th Septenm-
ber.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [5.19]:
I canl comlIiment the Government on
bringing forward an amendment of the
existiuur Weiehts and Akeasures Ant. Butl

I did exlpect that, when bringing for-
ward an amendment of the Act, they
would introduce something that Wold not
be abortive and would not he found so
inconsistent as this amending Bill. The
Bill is badly framed and, to my mind, it
will prove unworkable. Its provisions are
cumbersome, and a number of the clauses
are of such a character as will make it
impossible for the measure to be of any
use to citizens generally. Maay of the
anticipations of this amending Bill can-
not possibly be realised. In so far as the
existing Act is concerned, the only prace-
tical attempt to muake any use of it has
been in the metropolitan area. Else-
where the officers appointed to carry out
thle dulties has made them a side line. In
a matter of such importance as a Weights
and 'Measures Act, the endeavour should
he to ensure uniformity and accuracy in
business transactions, and to prevent
fraud; but there should be no attempt to
interfere with ordinary business people
b'- compelling them to have their weights
Iand measures tes;ted unnecessarily.
(ioinu closely through the Bill one finds
that its effect will be to harass tradesmen.

821
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That is the effect from beginning to end
of this Bill.

Member: Do you intend to vote against
the Bill?

Hlon. C. F. BAXTER: I shall not vote
against the second reading of the Bill, be-
cause I recognise that we should have
some useful weights and measures legis-
lation, but I think that can be achieved
wvithout harassing honest traders. I Wvill
deal particularly With Clauses 5 and 61.
Clanse 5 provides that, subject to the
control of the Minister, this Act shall be
administered by the Commissioner of
Police and inspectors. I maintain that,
if this Act when passed is to be adminis-
tered by thie Commnissioner and his staff,
that is a wrong procedure. I have already
mentioned that one of the reasons for the
nun-success of the existing Act is ihat it
has 1)een m~ade largely a side line, and
this Bill wvill be nothing- less than a side
line if its administration is to be left in
the hands of (lie police. That department
has already sufficient measures to ad-
minister. The Minister stated dint if
this Bill was to be administered pro-
perly, it must be carried out by those
who have specialised in that kind of
ting, that their whole time must be
given to it. I agree that this question
needs a4 great deal of study. It is quite
different from the ordinary weights and
measLres legislation we have known ex-
isted and suited tie conditions 10 or 15
.years back. That does not lead one to the
opinion that this Act can be carried out
sueessfnlly by the police. The fact is
apparent that the police following their
particular profession, tend toward crimi-
nal procedure, and] -will have an inclina-
tion to harass honest traders, and -we do
not want any feeling in that direction to
be iniporlIed into the administration of a
Weights and 'Measures Act. There is no
need for it.. just in illustration. sup-
posing a police officer goes into a trades-
man's premises to inspect the weights
and measures. There may be nothingl-
wrong-, but the conclusion might be taken
by his customers and the public generally
that there was something wrong. To my
mind, there is no need for legislation cal-

culated to harass the genuine trader in
this way.

Member interjected.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am quite wil-

liag to admit that some grocers give short
weight, but Whly harass the honest trader
for the purpose of trying to punish those
who trade dishonestly I feel sure wve
can frame an Act. and give to that Act
good administration without harassing
traders, end at the same timie be in a pro-
per position to punish those who are
guilt -y of unlawfully trading. Inspectors
tinder this measure should have scientific
knowledge, as well as practical experi-
ence, Is it considered that nmembers of
'the police force generally have that scien-
tific knowledge and practical experience?
I think it will he agreed thagt they have
not. I have already said that we should
have qualified persons and persons of ex-
lperience and knowledge to administer this
measure. In regard to the examination
of weighing and measuiring- machines, it
is necessary that those persons dealing
-with the subject shall have made a study
of it. It is necessary, when dealing with
such delicate implements. In addition,
the whole of their time should be devoted
to the task if they are to make a success
of it. Such being time ease, why give the
control of this Act to the police? Is
there any need for it? I again say that
there is not. Speaking generally, the
police cannot be said to know anything of
that particular class of work. Therefore
why ask them to specialise? If the ad-
ministration be placed with the police, it
will mean that additional bands will have
to be put on to carry out those duties,
and then there is to be remembered the
time which Will be taken up by officers in
learning their Work. It has to be remem-
bered that the duties of inspectors uinder
this Bill will not come into force at the
end of the 12 months mentioned in the
Bill, hut right from the moment that the
Act is passed. It Will be necessary for
them to at once get to work advising
traders as practically all traders Will
come tinder this Act aind will need edit-
eat in g. An instance occurred the other
dlay when one of the metropolitan inspec-
tors went into a store conducted by a
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lady and found a quarter pound weight
under the scales. In reply to his query
he was told "I found that my scales
wanted adjusting. The butcher next door
weighed a pound of meat and on trying
my scales with this adjustment I found
tb-at it wvas exactly right." The experi-
ment has been tried in the Eastern States
of administering the Weights and Mea-
sures Act through the police, but they
hare made no progress. They have
been unsuccessful. The experiment has
been an absolute failure. Yet it is pro-
posed here to band over the new legisla-
tion to their absolute administration. One
hon. member has said that a dishonest
trader is as bad as a pickpocket I am
quite ready to admit this; but the dis-
honest trader will not be caught by a
police officer in uniform. We want
to treat them in the same way as the
Health Department treated dishonest
traders tinder the Bread Act. An
inspector dressed in civilian's clothes

and red-handed hot not so an officer of
the police. I wvant it to be thoroughly
understood that I am not speaking in
any way derogatorily of the police. In
connection with their particular duties,
they are doing good work; in fact they
compare more than favourably wvith the
forces in the Eastern States. I do not
intend to oppose the second reading, but
in Committee T shall move several amend-
mieats. Instead of the administration
being placed in the hands of the Com-
missioner of Police, I think it should he
entrusted to the Commissiondr of Public
Health. My reason is that the officers
of that department lure made a study
of the matter and already have a certain
amount of experience, and they' are fairly
competent to undertake thre administra-
tion of such a measure right away and
to educate any additional officers re-
cquired for the work. The Health De-
partment officials have been very success-
fuil in their administration of the Bread
Act. They have secured a number of
convictions and bare been instrumental
in tile public getting a fair deal. It must
he recognised that with them the ad-
ministration of the Bread Act has beeni

only a side line. If they had had no
more than this one Act to administer,
they could have specialised in the work
and have been even more Successful than
has been the case. The Health Depart-
ment also controls factory and industrial
matters, and the administration of the
weights and measures law would be more
in keeping with the duties of that depart-
ment than those of the Police Department.
The Health Department possesses the
machinery and it is a great deal in favour
of the officials that they have a certain
amount of experience with which to start
tight away. If the staff of the Health
Department were increased, no difficulty
would occur in the direction of giving
effect to such an Act. .[ suggest this
course in order to ensure the successful
operation of the measure. It is of 0o
use going to the trouble to frame legita-
tion and put in on the statute-book if
we feel that it is not likely to aehievethe
desired end, and I cannot see how his
meas~ure can nnssihlvy prove beneficial if
the administration is placed in the haids
of the police. I have already dealt
suifficiently with Clauses 5 and 6 of the
Bill. Subelanse 2 of Clause 16 reads-

No person shall sell or buy It; any
denomination of weight or ms.-asure
other than the standard weigl;.ts or
measures or some multiple olr part
thereof.

That is a far-reaching and very dristic
provision. Certain articles are now sold
by reputed weight or measure and it will
be found mnost difficult to deal in such
articles if such a provision as this be-
comes law. An ordinary plug of tobacco
is sold by reputed weight and a pot of
beer is sold as a pint. The same principle
applies to a hank of twine, a coil of elec-
tric wire and a hundred and one other
things. Paragraph (c) of Clause 17 ap-
plies to drugs which, when sold by retail,
may h e sold by apothecaries' weight. but
there is no definition of "'drugs."

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Beer is a drug.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : How can we
define what a drug is? What position
would the Commissioner he in when try-
ing to give effect to such a provision?
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How could hie arrive at a decision as to
what constituted a drug? Again I would
direct attention to the words in the same
paragraph "when sold by retail." When
does wholesale end and retail begin?9 So
small a quantity as one grain of certain
drugs might be wholesale. The Bill
bristles with difficnlties of this descrip-
tion, and to overcome this particular one,
I intend to move to delete the words
"when sold by retail" because I cannot
imagine how the paragraph will be work-
able if those words are retained.

Hon. J. Cornell: Drugs are not usually
sold by the ton.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Clause 18
reads-

In any contract for the sale by the
'usbel of any articles mentioned in
Itehednle D, the bushel shall he deter-
iined by weighing; the weight equiva-
hait to a bushel of any such article
hdng that stated in the said schedule.

At dlie end of Schedule D provision is
inaie for the weighit of seed wheat,
nanuly 6lbs. The Colonial Secretary,
when moving the second reading of the
Bill, said this was for the protection of
the Yarmers, when disposing of their
prod~ce. I wish tlhe House to know that
this ',revision would not protect the
farmetls in any way. There would be no
protection whatever in connection with

- -. the s-ie of bulk wheat. I recognise that
there would be a difficulty in arriviing at
the weight of bulk wheat, and I intend
to move an amendment to meet this diffi-
culty, but why should the Minister ad-
duce the argument that such a provision
is for the protection of a certain section
of the community when in reality it
affords no protection at all? That state-
ment by the ullinister was entirely mis-
leading. Clause 19, subelause 1, reads-

Nso person shall sell by retail any
article by weight or measure unless by
net weight or mneasure.

This would be another difficult provision
to give effect to. Does this mean that the
grocer must sell by net weight and not
follow the practice dictated by hygienic
reasons of putting paper on the scale in
order to keep the article clean

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Accord-
ing to the marginal note, this is taken
from the New South Wales Act.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I cannot see
how it could possibly be put into opera-
tion. The net weight is clearly stipu-
lated and that could not include the
weight of the paper. Imagine a grocer
endeavouring to give heed to such a law:
One customer might want butter and it
would he weighed on the bare scale;
another might order preserved fish, sugar,
flour, soap, and so on. The clause would
be unworkable and from a hygienic
standpoint it is certainly an impossibility.
Further, it cannot be said that the trades-
man, by placing the paper on the scale
and weighing it, would gain anything be-
cause paper to-day costs 41/d. to 3d. per
pound, and the bulk of the articles sold
would not average anything like the same
value per pound. Subelause 3 of Clause
19 is another provision which will be very
difficult to give effect to. It will be very
hard for traders to display the net weight
on every package containing an article
exposed for sale and it is unnecessary.
Provision is made for the exemption of
articles by regulation and I fear it will
require a list of tremendous proportions
to contain all the exemptions necessary
under this measure. I do not know
whether the framers of the Bill had this
point in view, but if the Bill becomes
law, they will find themselves over-
burdened by the proportions of the ex-
emption list.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It may be decided
that nothing is to be exempted.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Perhaps that
would be the easier way out of the diffi-
culty for them. Paragraph (a) of Clause
20 provides that in connection with any
prosecution it shall be sufficient defence
if the seller produces from the person
from whom he purchased an article a
wvritten guarantee that the weight or
measure displayed on the package is
correct. A purchaser should be able to
produce such a guarantee because it
ought to be supplied him when making
the purchase. Members are aware of
the experiences of the inspectors dealing
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with milk adulteration, how time after
time they have been beaten through the
production of faked warranties. If a
person obtais a guarantee the inspector
has a chance to administer the law
thoroughly and well. Clause 21 is likely
to prove a stumbling block to the inspec-
tor. It reads--

-Where any person in a shop or
other place or in any vehicle, pack,
basket, or other receptacle offers or
exposes for sale, by retail, by weight
or measure any article, hie shall have in
a convenient place capable of being
easily seen by thle purchaser a suitablc-
weighing instrument or measure, with
thle necessary weights for weighing snch
article.

Do members realise what that will in-
volve to prove a ease? It will be almost
an imaposibility. It will place the inspec-
tor in a position when dealing with those
who unlawfully disnose of goods by sell-
ing under -weight of being unable to se-
cure a conviction. I shall move for the
deletion of a portion of the subelause so
that it will provide that any person offer-
ing an article for sale shall at the request
of a purchaser weigh or measure it in the
presence of the purchaser. Such an
amendment would give an inspector an
opportunity to obtain convictions.

Hon. J1. F. Cullen: He might get a con-
viction without a case.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Clause 25 pro-
vides that weights and measures for re-
verification and restamping shall be pro-
duced at thle office of an inspector. Pic-
ture an inspector at Kalgoorlie having
to establish an office if he is deputed to
reverify weights and measures in that
district. What is the reason for stipn-
lating that -weights and measures be pro-
duced at the office of the inspector?9 It
should he possible for an inspector to
stay in any conveuient place when en-
gagced in testing weights and measures.
This clause strikes at the main principle
of the measure, and in itself would cause
it to prove a failure. Under Clause 34,
Suibclause 2-

Any weight, measure, or weighing
or measuring instrument which is not
stamped as required by this Act, or

which is incorrect or unjust, may be
seized by an inspector.

The inspector may seize such incorrect
or unjust instruments, but what is he to
do with them after that? He seizes them,
and that is all he can do. The clause does
not say that lie can carry them away.
On this point I have an amendment to
move in Committee, which will provide
that such instruments when seized shall
become the property of the Crown, but
that an alppeal may be made within seven
dlays to a magistrate, who shall either con-
firm the seizure or order the return of
the instrument. With that amendment,
the inspector will he in a position to
carry out the measure, which at piresent
is, in my opinion, impossible. Again, no
provision is made whereby an inspector
may take proceedings without express
warrant. An inspector should be in a
position at any time to take proceedings,
and in Committee i intend to move a
new suhelnuse as follows :-"An inspector
mayv by virtue of his offce, and without
receiving express authority from the
Commissioner, institute and carry 'on
proceedings against any person for an
alleg-ed offence against this Act or any
by-law or regulation made thereunder;
and he shall be reimnbursed all costs and
exipenses which he may incu~r or be put
to in or about such proceedings.' That
amnendment will put the inspector in a
pos-ition to proceed at any time. Whilst
not opposing the Hill-for the State is
badly in needl of a good; serviceable
Weights, and Maiosures Act-yet T con-
sider the Bill nnsound in some respects.
Therefore, I shall support the second
reading with a view of having the meas-
uire reasonably amended in Committee.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.57]:
I desire to offer a few remarks in support
of the second reading. The attitude of
Mir. Baxter has somewhat perplexed inc.
At the opening of his remarks, I thought
the hon, member viewed the measure
with lively enthusaism; but as he pro-
ceeded I came to the conclusion that lie
had studied the Bill too closely, aind that,
as a consequence of his doing so, much
of it had run together in his mind and
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that therefore he had got mixed. In
nmy opinion, the Bill as framed must com-
mend itself to every member of the
House. The fact that it was almost unan-
imously adopted as submitted in another
place affords an indication that the Bill
has the backing of every member of
another place, which represents every
man and woman in the community. I
always take that as mny barometer. It
is a fairly good guide, and works out
well in the long runl.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: What need of this
Chamber then

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not know
whether there is any need for it or not.
The question is probably one of degree.
There is room for difference of opinion
on it. It is not my intention to go into
the clauses as Mir. Baxter has done.
Committee, I think, is the stage for that.
There is only one principle of the Bill,
it seems to me, with which Mr. Baxter
really differs; and that is as to who shall
administer the measure if it becomes

administration shall be in the. bands of
the police. That is the position which
obtains in 'New South Wales. Mr. Bav-
ter said the mecasure had been a failure
in New South Wales. Still, it has not
been repealed there. Of all the utility
ser-vices of tile Crown, commend me to
the police. I know a lot of people ap-
pointed justices of the peace to -whom
the policeman is a godsend when they
take a seat on the bench. If the police-
man can instruct people with sufficient
backbone to take the position of justice
of the peace, then the policeman has
sufficient initiative to carry out the ad-
ministration of this measure.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What nonsense!
This is a4 different thing altogether.

Hon. J. CORN' ELL. The hon. member
knows something ahout n1onseitse, inas-
much as hie dispenses it. The huon. Tmem-

bets counter proposal to place the ad-
ministration under the flealtio Depart-
tnent will involve a considerable amiount
of expenditure which is neither war-
ranted nor required, Offfers of the
Health DepartmentI administering this

measure will have to learn, just the same
as the police will have to learn. In any
ease, there are not sufficient inspectors
at work to-day to admiuikter the Fac-
tories and Health Acts as they should be
administered. Two large centres like
Kialgoorlie and Boulder-which I mema-
tion not for parochial reasons, but for the
sake of illustration-havo only one in-
spector between them for the adniinistra-
tiomaL of those Acts; and lie is nlot tnere
for the whole of his time. IC flia inea-
sure is going to be a suCess, its whole
success will lie in administr-ation; and

:there is no branch of the public service
better qualified to administer this legi.la-
tion than the police force are. A police-
wanl is to be found where no other pub-
lic servants are to be found, and it would
be the function of a constable, wherever
stationed, to administer this measure.
Mr. Baxter has described the Bill as
stringent and far-reaching. Once. when
attempting to draft union rules, I was
told by a lawyer that when i'ne sets out
to draft either rules or Acts of Parlia-
ment one should so draft'hr tinai nof 1

individual can escape their operation. If
this measure is so drafted, the unscrupul-
ous will feel its effect. Ev'ar since mgo9
there has been nothing that could be de-
scribed as administration of weights, and
measures legislation, and now we have a
proposal to put a comprehensive mneasure
upon the statute-book. We have also a
concrete proposal for its administration.
Mr. Baxter contends that in the hands of
the police the measure will become a side
line. To that contention. I reply that. if
left to the Public Health Department thie
measure will become a hobby, which is
worse than a side line. The honest and
scrupulous trader will have nothing to
fear from the operation of the measure,
but the unscrupulous man will have much
to fear. It is the duty of this Chamber
to place at the disposal of the adminis-
trators of this contry a measure which
will rope in all, if necessary. I feel con-
fident that the second reading will be
agreed to, and I hope that when the mea-
sure gets into Committee hon. members,
in their good sense and wisdom, will not
adopt Mr. 'Baxter's attitude.
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Hon. J. F. CULLJEN (South-East)
[5.551: 1 have had representations made
to mae on this Bill by two local authori-
ties, and I shall mention the diffiulties
that they have pointed out, in the hope
that the Colonial Secretary, when reply-
ing, will be able to show cause why the
provisions involving these difficulties
should be inserted in the Bill. The first
representation is that to change the ad-
ministration from that now operating, to
the police, would be a great mistake. It
has been pointed out to me that this func-
tion -would be entirely beyond the ordin-
ary qualifications of a policeman.

.Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: It is not
necessry to be a policeman in order to
he appointed an inspector tinder this
measure. Apparently the Commissioner
of Police can appoint civilian inspectors.

Hon. S. IF. CLLEN: The appointees
under the Police Department are always
poliveuLen.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Is that
distinctly stated?7

Hlon. S. F. CUILLEN: Is there any-
thing tinder the administration of the
police for which any but members of the
force have been appointed? The very
fact of the inspector being a policeman
'would he damaging to any business house
he might enter. I have no doubt the Col-
onial Secretry wilt be able to explain in
this connection what the faults of the
present administration are. and what led
the framer of the Bill to propose to hand
over the administration to the police.
Another objection raised to the measure
is that as regards the producers of this
State, nearly all the weighing is railway
weighing; and railway weighing is not
covered by this Bill. *I am not Saying
that railway weighing should be covered
by it: I am merely mentioning the diffi-
culty' of our producers. All their pro-
ducts are weighed on railway weigh-
bridges.

Hon. Sir E. HT. Wittenoom: Those
weighbridges have to be stamped.

Hon. .. K CULLEN: -No. This Bill
does not touch railway weighing.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: It includes
all weighing machines, I think.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: There is no pro-
vision to compel the cheeking of the rail-
way machines.

"The Colonial Secretary: 1 propose to
move an amendment in that direction.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: That is very in-
teresting to hear. I shall leave that point
until the Bill gets into Committee and I
learn what the Colonial Secretary has to
propose. Thea in Clause 33 there is a
rough and ready reference to the custom.
of trade. Paragraph (d) provides that
the Governor may make regulations for
the sale of all grain, and the mill pro-
duets'of such, delivered in bags or sacks
at the gross weighit, according to trade
custom. The local authority which re-
ferred this matter to me pointed out that
this trade custom grew up when bags
were cheap, and it was considered a fair
thing to sel] the bag with the wheat, hut
that probably next harvest the bags will
be worth twice or three times as much as
the bamc weight of their contents. Yet the
Bill unnecessarily stereotypes this trade
4:ustom. There is no need at all for those
words, no need to provide by Act of Par-
liament that the bags shall be sold with
the wheat.

The Colonial Secretary: It was copied
from the New South Wales Act.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I think not. I.
think it was put in in another place, and
probably with the best intention. But
there is no need to stereotype what grew
up as a matter of custom tinder entirely
different conditions. It is a question that
can be arranged between the seller and
the buyer. We know that many of the
merchants and millers are providing their
own silos in order to take delivery in
bulk, and in consequence the bags can be
carried hack by the producer. In my
town the foundations are in for one of
these silos, and no doubt this will he the
first step towards hulk handling, and
many other merchants and millers will
follow this example. But there is no
need for the words in the Bill, and when
in Committee I will more for their dele-
tion. I am sorry I did not hear the Col-
oiiial Secretary's explanation of the Bill.
If good cause can be shown for com-
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pletely throwing out the existing Act
without attempting to amend it, and for
bringing in an entirely new Bill, I will
be prepared to do my part towvards mak-
ing it as perfect as possible. It is prob-
able that the Minister, when in Commit-
tee, will be able to explain away some of
the objections which seem so serious to
Mr. Baster.

On motion by Hon. Sir E. HI. Wit-
tenoorn debate adjourned.

BILL-ROADS ACT AMENDMENT
AND CONTINUATION.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J1. M. Drew-Central) [6.5]: In moving
the second rending said: The purpose of
this short Bill is to re-enact until the 31st
December, 1910, the present Road Act,
which expires at the end of December
next. I need not detain the House long
in explanation of the measure, except
insofar as it seeks to regularise a proce-
dure which has been followed in the past
where newv districts have been formed, or
subdivisions of existing districts created,
but in connection with which there is
doubt among legal authorities as to whe-
ther it is in accordance wvith the law. For
this purpose the opportunity presented by
the necessity for the re-enactment of the
1911 Act has been availed of by the Gov-
ernment to make necessary amendments.
It is believed that the procedure referred
to is in order, but so as to put the matter
beyond dispute or question certain
amendments have been inserted in the
Bill. The Crown law officers have pointed
out a difficulty which has arisen in some
reconstructed districts regarding the allo-
cation of unexpended loan balances. This
difficulty has caused inconvenience, not
only to the department in the administra-
tion of the Act, but also in some instances
to ratepayers. Similarly on the creation
of a 'Jew district there arc always arrears
of rates outstanding, and difficulty arises
in determining whether those arrears are
properly the revenue of the old board
which struck the rate, or of the new board
which has been amalgamated with the old.

Under the Bill it is proposed to leave the
decision in such matters as this in the
hands of the Alinister charged 'with the
administration of the Reads Act. At
present there exists some doubt as to who
is the proper authority to arbitrate in
these eases. It has been done by the Min-
ister in the past, but it is questionable
whether he has the necessary power. The
Bill makes the point clear. I may explain
that the need for the admeadment refer-
red to is emphasised by the fact that it
is anticipated that during the coming
year there will be created one or two new
roads boards. They will be taken out of
old roads board districts, and conse-
quently there will be necessity for legis-
lation dealing with many questions likely
to arise. Therefore, the passage of this
amending measure will, it may be anti-
cipated, remove the cause of considerable
misunderstanding and annoyance in the
very near future. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [6.8]: I do not propose to
detain the House on the second reading.
it is to be regretted that the Bill is not
confined to re-enacting the existing mea-
sure. This afternoon I introduced a de-
putation to the Minister for Works, and
although the discussion occupied from 50
to 60 minutes, it did not then seem quite
clear to all p~resent what the result of the
passing of this Bill might be. I would
be very sorry indeed to try to block the
amendment, if it is as simple as the Min-
ister appears to believe it to be. The
Minister explained that the question had
arisen ii' the Crown, Law Department, and
although we had a 50 or 60 minutes' dis-
wission amongst members of the Perth
Roads Board, we were not able to arrive
at a definite decision as to the position
of affairs. Tn these circumstances it will
be readily understood that it is necessary
to go further into the matter, which, of
course, can wily be done in Committee.
T hope other members who are interested
in roads hoard work will look into the
matter and learn what the roads boards
requnire. I hare not a definite opinion on
the subject, but I am convinced that the
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matter requires consideration, for this
measure is not quite as simple as we are
leri to believe by some who have spoken
on it elsewhere. I ask hon. members to
carefully consider the matter and consult
any available authorities to see if the
clause really has the effect which we all
desire. I am merely uttering a note of
warning and have no idea of delaying the
passage of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers des-
bate adjourned.

MOTION-STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS, TO INQUIRE.

Debate resumed from the 9th Septem-
her, on the following motion by Ron. C.
F. Baxter:-That a select committee be
appointed to inquire into the conduct and
management (past and present) of the
State Implement Works."

Hon. J. DTJFFELL ('Metropolitan-
Suburban) ['.12]: On the previous cc-
etisioti T simply asked for the adjourn-
ment believing that another member who
wans at thie time absent desired to speak.
T have since learnt that the mover of the
motion is not anxious to proceed with it.
I expect lie will return to the Chamber
in a few minutes and withdraw the mo-
tion. I hope, and I believe, that the
Roy, al Commission recently appointed
will go fully into the queston, which is
all that is desired by Mr. Baxter.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Cullen debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SP3EAKER took the Chair at 4.30
l).m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Papers re purchase
of Diesel ship for State Steamshlip Ser-
vice, 2, Amendments to Public Service
Regulations made between 1st July, 1914,
and 30th June, 1915.

By the Minister for Agriculture: 1,
Audit of accounts of the Government
Abattoir, Kalgoorlie. 2, Audit of ac-
counts of Albany Cold Stores.

ASSEINT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received

and read notify, ing assent to the follow-
ing Bills:-

], Adoption of Children Amendment.
2, Land and Income Tax.
3. Fremantle 'Municipal Tramwvays and

Electric Lighting Amendment.

QUESTION- SLEEPER FREIGHT
AGREEMENT, CANCELLATION.
Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Minis-

ter for Works: What amount of com-
pensation was paid by the Government
for the cancellation of the freight agree-


